
Maple Ridge Garden Club

New Members Guide

This guide has been prepared to help familiarize new members to the garden club.  

The garden club consists of  the general members at large and an executive committee who plan and 
coordinate garden club activities. Volunteer garden club members that make up the executive 
committee carry out the following functions.

President
Past president
Vice-president
Treasurer
Secretary
Newsletter Editor
Membership
Prize table manager.
Garden shed
Web master. 
Parlor show and our BC Council of Gardens liaison.  
Arranging speakers
Open gardens coordinator.
Bus trip coordinator.
Coffee break committee.
Advertising and promotions, and
Corporate sponsors liaison.

The executive committee meet on the first Wednesday of each month to review and plan the garden 
club activities. While specific members are tasked to the respective functions, the committee meetings 
are open to any club member that would like to attend.  The general club meetings are held on the third 
Wednesday of each month except for July, November and December. In July we have a club “Soiree” 
for all club members and their spouses, November is the year end dinner and there is no general 
meeting in December.

The year end dinner in November is catered and open to club members and spouses. In addition club 
members can invite non-members subject to ticket availability. 

Our newsletter editor issues a monthly newsletter, generally before the general meetings. Contributions 
to/for the newsletter are welcome. 

Bus and or (outside) garden tours are completely adhoc arranged and coordinated  by the bus trip 
coordinator.  Non-member may also attend subject to transportation availability.

Periodic open gardens are arranged by our open gardens coordinator and are generally only held at club
member's gardens. Timing and scheduling are completely dependent on club members hosting the 
event. The open gardens facilitate meeting other members at your leisure. Some beverages and snacks 
may be available. Questions about the plants and plantings are welcomed and encouraged. There is a 
gift certificate for the host garden.



The club has a photo contest for club members. All club members including those on the executive 
committee can participate. “Judging” is done by an outside consultant with the photo entries submitted 
on an anonymous basis. Winners are announced at the November dinner. All  members are encouraged 
to participate.  

General Meetings :

There is a guest speaker at each of our General Meetings.  

There is a garden shed table stocked by donations from members and available for purchase by meeting
attendees. The items can be quite varied from garden tools, produce or other garden related items. 

Free coffee and goodies are available during the coffee break. Coffee breaks are typically held after our
guest speaker has concluded their presentation. There is a voluntary sign-up sheet for members to 
indicate provision of goodies for future meetings.  

The general meetings also include a parlor show which consists of plants or other garden oriented  
displays arranged and submitted by club members. There is a prize draw for one of the parlor show 
submissions. 

The club has a diverse membership with varied expertise. A question and answer period allows 
attendees to have any gardening questions or concerns addressed.  
  
The general meetings include a prize table which require purchase of a ticket or tickets. There is a door 
prize for meeting attendees.  Draws are held at the end of the meeting. 


